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In order to study whether sex as a reading-interest

b deterainant has lessened as the women®s smovement has strengtkened,
the reading interests of 161 first-grade and second-grade girls and
boys #ere studied by conducting one-to-one interviews with ithe
children in Glen Cove, New York, in the spring of 1976. Answers wvere
tabulated in seven categories. Results were compared to earlier
studies conducted in the same manner in 1972 in 13 schools in the
United States and in 9 foreign countries, when significant
differences were ifcund between boys'! and girls® interests in the
United States but not in the other countries. Although first-grade
boys and girls in the spring of 1976 expressed significant
differences in cateqgory proferences, the results are less pronounced
than in the: previocus studies. Analysis of second-grade category
preferences by sex in 1976 shoved no significant differences betwgen
boys and girls. Fictionm categories were most popular at both grade
levels for both boys and girls. The second most popular categories
vere currvent (1970s) information for boys and scientific information
for girls. Implications for instruction are discussed and sources of
interest are noted. (HKH) _
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SEXISM AT SIX AND SEVEN--AS REFLECTED IN THE e
READING INTERESTS OF THE VERY YOUNG -
Wednesday, August 18, 1976 _ 1630-1745 hours

If reading interests are indeed a sort of double

mirror--reflecting both the child's own personality and the |

drift of the times, the question must arise: has Women's Liby,
with its huée groundswell in interest and pubiieity, effeetee
the reading interests ef’the very young? B }
Researchers, from Jordan (1921) to Stanchfield C1962§
}heve agreed that sex sharply differentiates reading iﬁteresee,
Whether this is an innate, biclogical difference or a diffeﬁenee
fostered Ey our culfure and heightened by our schools, heeg
‘often been conjectured, This writer conducted several etudéee
, ;§ involving the reading interests ef first and second gfede;
;"éﬁi ' : children. During the Spring of 1972, the expressed reediné
¢
Q

e interests of 1,078 first and second grade children in twelye
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public schools located in three population centers of the
United States were tabulated CKiTSCh{ 1975). This study was
expanded during the Fall of 1972, with the interviewing of
aﬁ!additignal thousand children in nine countries throughout
the wgrld-CKirszh, Pehrsson, and Réﬁinsah 1376). Another
study was conducted during the gpllPZ of 1974 wlth c;ghty two
first grade children in an elementary schcal in Glen Cove, New

Tork as the subjects (Kirsch, 1974). 1In all

[ h

investiga tions,
interviews were conducted on a one-to-one basis. The Children‘s
own drawings were used to elicit their expressed interests.
Children were asked to draw a picture ahout what they would
best like to read or have read to them. Eaéh child, interviewed
alone, would then draw a picture. The investigator confirmed
the child's reading interest by means of a structured interview.
When possible, the derivation of the interest was also elicited.
After the data had been collected, comparisons were
made according to a number of variables, with sex of the child
ar important factor. Statistical compilations were made
through the use of Chi-Square. In all sections of the United
Statés (and in Glen Cove in the 1974 tabulations), the reading
interests of boys and girls in both first and second grades,
when tabulated according to sex, differed significantly
(p <i;01)_ 'Hawever, when considering the nine countries inv
other parts of the world (Austria, Canada,'England, Israel,
italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Republic of Pandma and Sweden),
Chi- Square showed no significant dJiiETEnLE§ in the proportion

of responses of either first year or second year boys and girls.
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The statistical compilations were made through the use
of seven p;eafrangéd interest categories, arrived at through
A;Qnéultaticns with teachers and librarians, and tested with
pilot studies. The categories included: (1) infqrﬁaticn,
Szientifiég (2) Information Historic; (3) Information 1970s;
(4) Realistic Fiction; QSDVImaginative Fiction; (6) Humnr; |
and (7) Poetry. "Poetry' was probably too abstract a &ésigs
nation for this age group and was not chosen by any child. 1In
general, girls in the United States showed a far greater pro-
portion of interest in both Raélistié and Imaginative Fiction
than did boys, while boys showed a far greater interest in
Information 19765, . However, in the nine countries throughout
‘the world, boys and girls similarly showed a greater pro-
portion of interest in both fiction categories--realistic and
imaginative. There is apparently no "hard" research to ac-
count for this facet of reading interests in other countries.
One can hypothesize: possibly very young children in these
countries are treated more categorically as "little children"
rather than as "litgle boys'" and "little girls." Fairy tales
appear to be moré p;evalént as reading fare in tﬁe niné

countries in both trade books and school readers than is

customary in the United States. «

In general, it must be noted that there were far more
similarities in reading interests of young children through-
out the world than there were differences:' fairy tales gnd“
fantasies are the most preferred expressed reading interests
of first §nﬂ second year children in the ten countries. The
proportion of interest does differ, however.
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1976 GLEN COVE STUDY
An additional study was csnducx;d during the Spring
of 1976. VSBbjECtS were 161 first and Séio&é grade boys and
girls who were students at the same elementary school in
Glen Cove, New York, used in previous studies. Only a single
"variable--the sex of the subject--was tested. The underlying
purpose’ of the study was to probe as to whetiér sex as a
reading interest determinant had lessened. %ﬁe_same techniques
for acquiring data (the child's own drawing taggther with a
one-to-one interview) and compilation of results (Chi-Square
based upon preérranged categories) was used. Breakdown of th
population included: .first grade boys, 45; first gréde
girls, 40;-sécond grade boys, 43; second grade girls, 33, /
Results of analysis of first grade preferences as \
differentiated by sex are shown in-Table One on page 5. ’
Sezand.grada statistics are demonstrated in Table Two, on

page 5.

Analvsis of First Grude Preferences

First grade boys and girls in thexSpring of 1976 iﬁ
the Glen Cove school expressed significant differences in
Vzategory preferences. A Chi-Square amnalysis disclosed signi-
ficant diffezenées at the five per cent level (p {i .05) .
Thése results arsz less significant than in the previous studies
noted where Chi-Square showed significaat differengés at the
one per cent level Cp,aii .01). First grade girls, according
to this stﬁdy, now showed a greater proportion of interest in

general scientific information, a greater interest than did

5
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Table 1
Freqﬁency of First Grade Category Preferences
as Dlfferentiated by Sex
Glen Cove, New York 1976

Kirsch
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Boys ’
Per cent Number

Categories Number

" Girls
Per cent

Information

Scientific 8 17.79

Information

Historic 11.11

Information
1970s

Realistic
Fiction

24.44

13,33
Imaginative

Fiction .11
Humor

Poetry

Tctal 45 100 40 100
Note: Chi-Square = 12,1538 p < .05
; Table 2
Frequency of Second Grade Category Preferences
as Differentiated by Sex
Glen Cove, New York 1576

 Boys Girls
- Number: Per cent Number

Categories

Per cent

Information

Scientific 7

6 13.96

Information

Historic 4.65

Information
1970s

Realistic

- Fiction

32,57

23,25
~Imaginative

Fiction 23.25

21.21

15.15

39,40

Humor H 2.32 -- .-

Poetry -- -~ -- .-

. — = — = = —— e -’*, e
Total 43 100 33 1100

th¢§ Chi-Square = 6.754 p \} .05




Dorothy I. Kirsch
6
boys in realistic fiction,-and a very slightly more pr@ncuﬁzed
interest in imaginative fiction,  Boys continued,; as in past
sﬂ!;:'le?’—gf:—;ss,s to show a considerably greater interest in currént
lnfﬂ*ﬁailﬂﬂ (Information 19705) Differences throughbut,  as
evidenced by the Chi-Square, were less proncunced than in

. previous: United States studies,

Analysis of § -ond- Grade Preferences

Chi-Square analysis of second gradeicateggry prefer-
enigélby sex showed no significant differences in choices
betwéén bcys and girls CP. ?E,DSD. All previous United States
studiaé had shown séétistigal differences at the one per ;eni
level (p ii 01) between the read1ﬂg 1nfer§§t choices of second
~grade béys and girls. Analy51s of the category preferences
indicates that girls ShDWFd a greater preference f@r ggneral
scientific knowledge than did boys and a greater preference for
Jrealistié fiction. While boys still exhibited a greater :
interest in readlng about current 1nfarmatlun (Information
1970s), the degree of difference was less than in previous
studies. Preference for imaginative fiction was almost identi-

cal for second grade boys and girls.

Wl

‘Topics Chosen Ei First
Grade Stude ts

”Catagaries," as used in these studies, arefbréad
classifications used for statistical analysis. Within the
':ategories‘are the actual tapics :hiidren-indicated they wanted
to read about or have read to them. Topics are not broken

down by sex.
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The 85 first grade ehildren made 86 choices; one child
expresse& two interests. The choices clustered into 17 gencral
topics, which are ranked in order of ?refEEEﬁce.’ Each under-
scored heading is the general topic and it is followed by the
specific topic in which the children expressed interest. The
parenthesis indicates the numher of childre . who prefarred.the
topic. A

Information on animals (20). Cats and dogs (10); circus

and zoo animals (4); horses and ponies (3); ducks (3).

Imaginative fiction (fairy tales) VClZ)_ Snow White (2);

Wizard of Oz (1); Peter Pan (1); Bambi (1); Pinocchio (1);
King Midas (1); Peter and the Wolf (1); Cat in the Hat Cl)?
CLnderalla (1); Raggedy Ann (1); Little Red Rldlng Hood (1).

StGTl&S about Eeaple (8) Mommy and Daddy (5): un-

specified people CEL; grown-up stories about love and marriage
(1). { | | ;*

‘ TV cartoons (8). Donald Duck *(3); MiikefﬁM@use C2)§=
Papeye/C1) Frasty, the Snowman (1); Rudolf, the RedﬁNgsed
“—R21ndeer (1). V ;

Stories about children (6).. Children and Santa .

Claus (2); boys and girls (2); him/herself (2).

Information on sports (6). Baseball (3); swimming (1);

hockey (1); ﬁnSpecified sports Cl),?

- Monster stories (5). Unspecified (3); Gadzilla (1);

King Kong (1).

liow to make and/or operate vehicles, mechanical objects,

etc. (4). Racing cars (2); trucks (2).

8 v



Talkingvd§117(1).
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Prehistoric life (3). Dinesaurs (3),

hlstéf;g events and famous people (2). Bible stovi=as
(1); George Washington (1),

| Mysteries and ghosts (2), Mysteries (1); ghosts (1).

Talking animais fﬁ). Talking cat (1); talking duck
(1).

Stories about real animals CE)_ Sharks (2).

"Hew to'" information, other than mechanical, (2). How

to build apartment houses (1); how to build a cabin (1).

Informatlon on space (2). Rockets (1); space {1).

Chemicai and/or biological information (1). How the

body works (1).
Funny stories (1). Joke books (i)

The flrst four tDplLS selected by first grade children
were the same as those chosen as the firft fsur topics in other
studies, although the Qrderbaf preference differed. There was,
in this gfouﬁ of children, apparently an even greater interest
in information on animals than exhibited by other first

graders. .

Tpp;cs Chosen by Second

_ Grade Students

The 76 second grade students made 77 choices, with one
child making two choices. The choices clustered into 20
logical tGplCS,,whlch are ranked in order of preferencei

Imaginative Flctlgn (fairy tales) (12). Three Little

Plgs (3); Threc Bears (3); Peter Pan (1); Falry ngmather (1);

_Lazy Jack (1); Jack and Jill Cl), Hansel and Gretel (1);

9
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Information on animals (12). Dogs (3); zoo animals (2);

.snakes (1); whales (1); horses (1); polar bears (1); turtles

(1); gﬁxrfs (1); rabbits (1).

[

Stories about children (10). Himself/herself (3);

brothers and sisters (2); friends (1); children (1); children
at school (1); children and Christmas (1); girls (1).

Stories about real animals (8). Dogs (3): zoo animals

(2); uorses (1); jungle animals (1); unspecified animals (1).

Information on vocations (7). Army (1); how to draw

peoplc (1); model (1); Marine (1); psychiatrist (1); movie
star (1); violinist (1).

Monster stories (4). Gadzilla (2); Superman (1);:

King Kong (1).
f Information on sports (3). - Basketball (2); football
(1).

‘How to make and/or operate vehicles, mechanical

Go-carts (1); jets (1); trains (1).

L
[

objects, etc. (

Real-life adventure stories (3). Circus (1); boys

and robbers (1); boys looking for treasure (1).

"How to" information, other than mechanical (2). Climb

mountains (1); collect coins (1).

Chemical and/or biological information (2). Volcanoes

(1); metals (1).

Stories about people (2). Unspecified people (1);

people and c: 5. (1).

Current events (2). People throughout the world (1);

helping poor people (1).

10
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Talking animals (1). Talking dog (1).

TV cartoons {1). Jerry and the Cat Cl)‘\

How to grow things (1). How to grow plants (1).

Information on ). Rockets (1}.

Funny stories (1). Comic books (1).

Historic events and famous people (1). George

Washington and the Revolutionary War (1).

Prehistoric life (1). Dinosaurs (1).

Second grade children chose four topics not mentioned
by first graders: information on vocations; real life ad-

, how to grow things, and current events.

H

venture storic

Ly

Conversely, first graders chose one topic not mentioned b

second graders: mysteries and ghosts. The first three topics

1ad received the greatest proportion of interest in other

studies, although the ranking was slightly dif%erent! Fairy
tales evoked even more interest than in other investigations,
Interest in TV cartoons showed an appreciable drop in second

g-ade.

Derivation of Interest

As in siﬁilar >.udies conducted by this researcher,
children were asked, in the course of the_interview,:if they
could tell what made them interested in the topic they chose.
Interest derivations for first éfa&e students are show~ in
iable S,EPage 11;‘5226ﬁd gfaie students’ interest derivations
are presented in Table 4, page-12. In comparison with pre-
vious studies, there israpparently more reading interest
derived from books, more from personal experiences, and less

11
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Table 4

ST

"ExPressed Derivation of Interest:f“Secand Grade. -

Glen Cove, New York 1976

EQD£§ .TVXi

 Movies Kits Experien:éi Unknown - Total

Vlnfbrmaticn Sciénti£ic 3 4 -
fnfarmati@n Historic 1 .-
Information 1970s 5 1
Réalistic Fiction 4 1
Imégiﬁgtive Fiction 10 | _ 5

Humor : -

5 1 13
1 - 2

Poetry - - - - e -
© Total Number 23 . 12 1 - 34 6 76
Total Per cent 30.26 15.79 . 1,32 - 44,74 7,89 100
e I R ) o
Note: 'Father's Occupation or Hobby - Trips, pets

®
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from telévision. T

jdaﬁéﬁeithe source.. af 1ﬁterest was small

In agmparlng fiTEt and seannd grade ghlldren in thisi

wh;le TV decreased Personal experience was the most 1m

‘This study 15 extremely l;mlted in d351gn and scape,

The draw;ngs and interv iews are ess tlally a subgectlve

teghn;que, and anl” 161 bcys an d gir S fram a 51ng1e lazatlgn,

= -
¢ -

were used as subjegts.

Nevertheless, the statlstlcal data appeared to be at
VEr;ance W1th data gallected by thlS wrlﬁer auving the past

faur yﬁars in thirteen simila T situati ns thraughaut the

United States. Perhaps the great differéﬂces 1n readlng

1i1 terests betweﬁn bcys and girls in first: and seégnd;grade have*

lessened Perhaps bDy& are becd%?ﬁg mgre 1nterested in
- . * N 4 ;
readiﬂg varlaus kinds of. flct;on and glrls are turnlng to

w[‘]\

e 1nterestf of ygung bays and glrls were 51m;1ar' in se ond

grade the 51mllar1ty appeareﬂ to be S0 great that tbere were

,_nc StatlSth:lly 51gn1flcant d;fferences between the ﬁeadlng'"

interests cf bays and giris._ This Pr@flle wasv 1 ta that
. .

Wthh emergéd from the study prEV1Dusly nated=—1nva1v1né\n;ne‘ 

v

qxtauntrles thrgughcut the wafld '3 f!;fif

L Ancther findlﬂg was a slight decrease ;n the 1mpcrt 5f

‘telévisién as a saurce of reading 1nterests* a prcnaunged

fx 5

Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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If the readlng interests - of yaung bnys and glrls are
bnbegom;ng mar? similar, wﬁat are the causal factars? We can'

only -conjecture: ' AN

1. «The p’bl; city exp1951an on wameu s rlghts has

VfrEAEhed into the hcme of. the young h 1d. Parents may be mgru;

 peraept1ve as to equallzing stlm uli- f;re enalnes fcr lgftlé

- i

'*\glrls as well as fbr Small bays,rand t@y staxes far llttle"”

e bays as well as far the;r s;sters,
L , Lo . : :
Z{ Basal readlng materlals fgr ycung ;h;ldren have -

~baen rev1sed The raadlng serles prevalent in th 'EDs (and

'lcng befgre) were harrlfyingly sexlst w1th their‘staries of

P

achleV1ng males and housebeund femalesi As Flshman C1976)

s

'15tates, new studl 5” on current materlals have yet to be

 pub1;Shad@ Th;s repart dges nct purport to make a deta;led o

Xééaréhiv But in 1sak1ﬁg at’ a slngle series (Macmlllan SEILES r,;<+§

i‘;975), in the;;arly IEVEIS, we flnd

a, }E\St ory abgut a lady bus drlver' 
b. a 5t§ry ab@ut~a=man who liked“éverfthing in
_ | Pen 1LIE

]

the rlght plage in. hiS hguse

“c, . a.stcrv abcut two glrls QutW1tt1ng a bay in

.wa,game*l

:d;; a,pi;tgré'@fz”randma rldlng a two=wh lef‘fng_f;;f“

and having a catch_ :

‘;EE;>v;A ilf, % ,f bfi7?? i;{: ‘},tfgfj 3'

Q
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'-.a plctureigf a mot%e* playlng baaeball w;th he:

P o _’£ ﬂ_
Y A * o,

- many fairy tales and fantasies
' %

a plcture Df a bcy and hls father cngklng aggS' 3,; ?

f T 1unch |
a plcture of a male teacher 1n a prlmary grade
a plEtuTE of a wnman, in charge at the anlmal
ShéltET 7 |
a pi ture of a woman on a ladder ras¢u1ng a.

treed Cat 'V  . ' , _

~a picture af a g;rl raklng leaves w;th her father

Chlldféﬁ"; %

a plcture of. a girl unlcading.‘-*"ik'

a plcturé of a ‘woman flshlng frgm a plhr‘

1n5tructlans and chturés of bgys mak;ngvﬁuppeté

a. picture of a CTEW of a shlp WhiCh ;ncluded glrls

a p;cture of a man shopplng in a supermarkét

a short paragraph and axplcture about a woman,
scientist Cinterestlng, espec;all“ bacause it
was canstruated to 1ntraduce the Wgrd sclentlst)

"a PlEtuIE of a woman at wark ln an. foii'

obviously an EKECUEIVE L

[N

some' factual information, gﬁrti:glariyf,ﬁbut
' “aﬁiﬁals o ;"' _' o . g

Trade books are 'available fcr the prlmary age' K

s
.

ncluded are such sfbrles asi' I b o :j;:

:hlld which view the ralés of g:;ls and b@ys as 1nterchangeablé.,



.. Noisy Nancy Merfie*ie

‘_girl inventer

;=b;: Clever Molly and the Stupid Wolf--girl outwits
wolf- | '

c. 'A TTaln for Jene--glrl wants a tra;n for-

Chrlstmes; not a dell,
d. Flre Girl-*Brenda wants te be a firefighter“
e, Nothlng But a Dogs-stery of a yeung giri whe;
o climbs, bullde, ete. | » ﬂr
f. The Dragon end the Decter==she 5 the dectcr'.her

brether the nurse

4, Nonprint medla gives deily evidence ef the

eheng;ng role: of women : s‘g_ "f L \;, R

N

R -a. TV series sh’ wing wemen in alternate roles--

L . "Blenle wémen "Wendef Woman," ?Pelice Woman'

i

'f‘ b. meen visi bl on Tviin the news--femele newe—;

- R . . &

eesters female talk shew dlrecters, femele
drama eritiee: woman aSscGHVEﬁfiﬂn keynote g
epeeker wemen pelltlcel delegates |
5,  :hang;ng ve:abulery ;5 ev1denee ef a lese sexlst
Such Werde as ehelrpersen, selespersen, flreflghter,;‘?

‘fol Perscn have qu;ekly beeeme part ef eur

veeebuﬂgry. ;=-i o & '],fj;-:f%v;

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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iwas apparent in prEV1Du5 studles,‘ There was a greater d1ffer=m

L&,

and glrls, engendered by the Wamen s. L;beratlon Mgvement

Print and ncnprlnt medla as well as changed attltudes af

=if“_- * - adults, §ou1d acccunt for the develapment cf cemmanall;v cf

?f/” feading interests. ‘Second graders, because of a greater

' =

awareness Df the’ medla may be more affected by ;hanged atﬁ'

tltudes than flrst grade ﬁh;ldr _ R
An an21llary flndlng seemed to- ;ndiﬁate a 1assen1ng

Gf telev1slcn as an 1nf1uence on readlng ;nterests and an

increase 1n the lmpartance of books. and Persgnal experien:es,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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